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Butler Schoolhouse 
Western Run Rd. near 

Joyce Lane, Butler 
Circa 1397 

Built at the end of tne period of the one-room school and 

the oeginning of the consolidated rural elementary school, this 

three classroom structure brought together schools at BiacK 

rtoclc and Davisville.lt/ served tne community until tne 19.50's 

when it was converted into a dwelling. The present owners 

completely remodelled the interior in 1965. 

Davisville.lt/
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Butler School is a one storey, frame structure built as a rural elem­

entary school about I896, probably containing three large classrooms and an entry 

hall. In 1965» it was adapted as a dwelling house by Robert E. Lewis, AIA, whose 

own dwelling is across the road, and who practices architecture as a partner in 

the Baltimore firm of Wrenn, Lewis and Jencks. 

The structure is in the shape of the letter "1", with one wing extending west, 

parallel to the road, the other extending south, toward the road. A gable on the 

flush north side recalls the southerly extension opposite it. 

Exterior walls are covered with German siding; the steeply pitched roofs are 

of slate. The broad, simple cornices extend horizontally across the three gable 

ends, suggesting classical pediments. Corner boards meet in 4! bold quarter-round 

profile, and a wooden water table commences the siding above the stone foundation. 

Most windows are 9/9, with louvred blinds. A 6/9 window is in each gable end, 

and on the north side are two triple openings, consisting of two 9/9 windows and a 

door with a tall transom. A brick chimney of Georgian design rises internally 

within the westerly wing. The principal entrance is in the south front of the 

westerly wing, next to the southerly wing. 

Interior finishes were undoubtedly very simple, with plastered walls and ceil­

ings. The ceilings were high, proportional to the large size of each classroom. 

In adapting the interior as a residence, it has received a simple but 

distinguished Georgian styling. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The schoolhouse was built about 189? and was used in its educational function 

until the early part of the 20th century. It was then sold out of the Baltimore 

County school system in 193*4- to a family which converted it into a dwelling. The 

present owners completely renovated the interior after they bought it in I965. 

The Butler School was one bf the first consolidated schools in the county. 

It brought the Black Rock (q.v.) and Davisville schools together with itself 

to form one school. 

, 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
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